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A list of citations for books, articles, and other sources that you used in your 
assignment. Each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative 

paragraph (the annotation). The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader 
of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited. 
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Abstracts are descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly 
works. They outline what the research is about, the central claims or findings of 

the research, and also why the research is significant.

Annotations are included in the bibliographic list at the end of scholarly works. 
They are both descriptive and critical. They may evaluate, for example, how 
convincing or useful the source is, how the source fits into scholarship more 

broadly, or how the source is relevant to the assignment at hand.

§ List sources alphabetically (even within categories).
Provide bibliographic data according to the citation style of your School.
Provide a summary of the main argument/ scope of the source.
Provide a critical evaluation of the source and its usefulness.
Explain how the source fits into the broader scope of the field, and what it 
contributes to or remedies within the field. Compare the source with other 
works and consider how the source fits into the author’s corpus overall.

§ Explain what this source contributes to your own research and the assignment 
at hand. How does it impact or shape your central thesis, your methodology 
and approach, or your theoretical frameworks? 

§ How timely is this source? Is the source current or out-of-date for your topic?
Is this a first edition of this publication or not? Further editions may indicate 
that a source has been revised and updated to reflect changes in knowledge, or 
to redress previous omissions. Also, many printings or editions may indicate 
that the work has become a standard source in the area and that it is reliable. 

§ Who is the intended readership of this source?
Comment on the writing style and structure of the source. 

Annotations vs. Abstracts

Tips for Your Annotations
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Young, Robert (1990). White Mythologies: 
Writing History and the West. London: 

Routledge.

Young’s book examines the history of Western 
thought, and it analyses the Eurocentrism of 
many twentieth-century theorists. His research 
ranges from Hegel and Marx to Althusser and 
Foucault, and it demonstrates how non-Western 
cultures and modes of thinking remain on the 
margins of what is claimed to be “World History”. 
Young discusses the work of such critics as 
Edward Said, Homi Bhabha and Gayatri Spivak, 
who offer alternative frameworks for 
conceptualising history. White Mythologies is a 
valuable book for anyone interested in the 
problem of “history”, and its focus on narratives 
of power makes significant contributions to 
studies in both postcolonialism and 
postmodernity. The chapters on Bhabha and 
Spivak are particularly useful for the third section 
of this dissertation, which is concerned with 
twentieth-century postcolonial discourse and 
issues of cultural hybridity.

Annotation Example

Identifies 
what type of 
source this is 
(book).

Provides 
overview of 
the content 
of the 
source. Focalises 

some key 
points of the 
source.

Outlines 
significance 
of the 
source and 
how it 
contributes 
to research.

Explains 
relevance of 
the source to 
the research 
at hand.
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